SELFRIDGE MINIATURE SCHNAUZERS

THE COMPLETE GROOMING MANUAL

Hand Stripping | Rolling the Coat | Show Grooming | Pet Grooming

A practical educational companion to the original seven-chapter Grooming Education
guide.

This expanded edition preserves all seven chapters of the original draft and adds clearly labeled practical guidance,
checklists, a glossary, and a personal reflection. It is not a substitute for supervised hands-on training or veterinary care.
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CHAPTER 1 | UNDERSTANDING HAND STRIPPING

The Miniature Schnauzer Coat

The Miniature Schnauzer has a double coat: a firm, wiry outer jacket and a softer undercoat. Hand stripping removes
mature outer hairs rather than simply shortening the shafts, helping maintain the characteristic appearance of the
jacket.

Objectives

A stripping program aims to preserve harsh coat texture, manage density and color appearance, and present a clean
outline that complements the dog's natural structure. Coat quality varies with genetics, maturity, and grooming
history.

Before Beginning

Examine coat maturity and skin condition. Work only with hairs that release readily, in small sections and in their
natural growth direction. Stop if the dog is uncomfortable or the skin becomes irritated.

Additional Practical Guidance

Why the Two Layers Matter

The jacket and undercoat serve different roles in the finished coat. When evaluating a dog, consider both layers
separately: the outer hairs determine much of the visible texture, while undercoat accumulation can change the feel
and density of the jacket.

Hand stripping is a coat-management technique, not a test of how much discomfort a dog will tolerate. A loose,
mature hair should be easy to remove; resistance is a reason to stop and reassess.

A Gentle First Assessment
Begin with a calm, comfortable dog. Look for redness, sores, mats, or areas that are sensitive to touch. Run a comb

through the coat and identify whether the longer outer hairs release naturally.

If the dog resists, seems distressed, or has skin disease, postpone stripping and consult an experienced
professional or veterinarian as appropriate.
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CHAPTER 2 | PREPARING THE COAT

Evaluating Coat Readiness

Assess the jacket for texture, density, maturity and undercoat accumulation. A mature, loose hair should release with
minimal resistance; never force an immature hair.

Essential Equipment

Useful tools include fine and coarse stripping knives, grooming stones, finger cots, a metal comb, bristle brush,
appropriate scissors, and a stable grooming table with safe restraint. Stripping knives should grip the hair rather than
cut it.

Planning the Pattern

Study the neck, shoulders, back, ribs and hindquarters before working. Transitions into shorter-coated regions and
furnishings should follow the dog's anatomy, not create an artificial silhouette.

Stage Stripping and Rolling

Stage stripping removes planned areas of mature hair at intervals. Rolling maintains several generations of coat by
periodically removing selected longer mature hairs while preserving shorter growth.

Additional Practical Guidance

Preparing the Work Area
Choose a non-slip, stable surface with good lighting and keep tools within reach. Restraint should protect the dog

from falling without forcing it into an uncomfortable posture. Never leave a dog unattended on a grooming table.

Before beginning, plan a modest amount of work that fits the dog's tolerance. Several calm sessions may be
preferable to one long session.

Tool Selection and Care
A metal comb helps reveal tangles and undercoat buildup. Finger cots can improve grip on mature hairs. Stripping

knives and stones should be used gently, with care not to cut hair or scrape skin.

Clean and maintain tools appropriately. If uncertain whether a knife is cutting rather than gripping, ask an
experienced groomer to demonstrate the technique.

SELFRIDGE MINIATURE SCHNAUZERS | GROOMING EDUCATION



CHAPTER 3 | HAND STRIPPING TECHNIQUES AND
PROCEDURES

Step 1 - Prepare

Place the dog securely on a stable table, inspect the skin and comb the jacket. Identify mature hairs and any
sensitive areas.

Step 2 - Establish the Jacket

Work through the neck, shoulders, back, sides and hindquarters in manageable sections. Hold the skin gently taut
and remove small amounts of mature hair in the direction of growth.

Step 3 - Refine Transitions

Blend the areas where the jacket meets furnishings, especially shoulders, chest, flanks and thighs. Avoid harsh
steps and visible gaps.

Step 4 - Manage Undercoat

Remove loose or excessive undercoat selectively, avoiding irritation or unnecessary removal of developing guard
hairs.

Step 5 - Evaluate

Examine the dog standing from the front, side and rear. Assess coat density, texture, balance and the natural outline.
Grooming should enhance conformation, not invent it.

Additional Practical Guidance

Working Methodically
Rather than chasing a perfectly finished outline in one session, move through small, clearly defined areas. Pause to

reassess the dog's comfort and the coat's response. Avoid repeatedly working the same patch.

Hold the skin comfortably supported, select only readily releasing mature hairs, and work with the direction of growth.
This description is educational; practical hand-stripping skills are best learned through supervised demonstration.

Evaluating the Result
After each short session, comb the jacket and inspect it in good light. Look for even density, natural transitions, and

any signs of irritation. Check the dog's posture and expression as carefully as the outline.

A successful session leaves the dog comfortable. Visible gaps, redness, or distress indicate that the approach
should be adjusted before further work.
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CHAPTER 4 | ROLLING THE COAT

Understanding Rolling

Rolling is the selective, ongoing removal of mature outer hairs while retaining shorter developing layers. The
objective is a consistent, presentable jacket without stripping the entire coat at once.

Establishing Layers

Identify and selectively remove the longest mature hairs. Early stages may look uneven as layers develop. Remove
hair according to maturity, not a predetermined percentage.

Weekly Maintenance

Inspect for loose mature hairs; remove selected longer guard hairs; check undercoat buildup; assess the neck,
shoulders, back, ribs and hindquarters; refine transitions; brush and re-evaluate. Weekly sessions are a starting
point, not a universal rule.

Common Errors

Avoid removing too much coat in one session, pulling hair that is not ready, making patchy areas or overworking the
undercoat. Rolling cannot change genetically soft hair into a naturally harsh coat.

Additional Practical Guidance

A Practical Rolling Routine
At each maintenance session, assess which hairs are longest and genuinely mature. Remove only selected hairs,

leaving developing layers undisturbed. The quantity removed should be determined by the coat, not by a fixed quota.

Record observations about texture, density, growth, and how the dog tolerates each session. These notes help
refine the schedule over time.

Troubleshooting
If the coat becomes patchy, reduce the amount removed and allow regrowth. If the jacket feels unusually soft,

consider genetics and grooming history before assuming that more stripping will solve the issue.

When a dog is uncomfortable, prioritize comfort and reassess technique. A rolling schedule is useful only when it
suits the individual dog.
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CHAPTER 5 | PREPARING FOR THE SHOW RING

Plan Around the Individual Dog

Show preparation requires sufficient time for jacket length, density and texture to develop. Growth rates differ, so no
calendar is universal.

lllustrative Timeline

12+ weeks: assess coat and growth rate. 8-12 weeks: establish or adjust stripping. 4-8 weeks: monitor developing
layers and transitions. 2-4 weeks: assess jacket density and furnishings. Final week: conservative finishing. Show
day: brush, comb, clean and make minor adjustments.

Outline and Furnishings

Evaluate the neck, shoulders, topline, chest, rear angulation and overall proportions. Shape the legs, beard and
eyebrows to complement structure without exaggerated bulk or overly aggressive trimming.

Show-Day Check

Check for loose hairs, uneven transitions, cleanliness, comfortable nail length, healthy ears, and properly arranged
beard and furnishings. The final presentation should remain natural and balanced.

Additional Practical Guidance

Planning Without a Rigid Calendar

Start by working backward from a show date, but let the dog's actual coat development determine decisions. The
original timeline in this chapter is illustrative, not a guarantee of readiness.

Photographs taken under similar lighting and with the dog standing naturally can help track the jacket's progress and
overall balance.

Final Presentation Priorities

Evaluate cleanliness, comfort, a neat outline, and balanced furnishings. Avoid last-minute aggressive coat removal
or drastic changes that might create gaps or irritation.

A well-prepared coat supports the dog's natural conformation; it should not attempt to disguise it.
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CHAPTER 6 | UNDERSTANDING THE GROOMING
PATTERN

Purpose

The pattern organizes the jacket, shorter-coated areas and furnishings to emphasize the Miniature Schnauzer's
characteristic shape. Finishing preferences may vary, but the dog's anatomy should guide the result.

Neck and Shoulders

Keep the neck cleanly defined and blend into the shoulder assembly without abrupt breaks.

Back and Topline

Follow the natural topline, managing bulk without attempting to disguise skeletal structure.

Chest and Underline

Shape transitions to preserve a compact, balanced outline rather than an exaggerated chest or underline.

Forelegs and Hindquarters

Shape furnishings to complement actual leg placement and rear angulation. Avoid excessive volume or sharp
transitions between jacket and furnishings.

Head, Beard and Eyebrows

Maintain a clean, alert expression. Eyebrows should enhance rather than unnecessarily obscure the eyes, and the
beard should complement the muzzle.

Final Assessment

Inspect from front, side and rear for consistent transitions, proportion and a naturally balanced appearance.
Additional Practical Guidance

Reading the Dog Before Shaping
Stand the dog naturally and study it from the front, side, and rear. Locate the actual neck, shoulder assembly,

topline, chest, and rear before deciding how to blend jacket and furnishings.

The purpose of the pattern is visual harmony, not an artificial outline. Leave enough coat to make natural transitions,
and avoid creating hard lines where anatomy calls for blending.

Expression and Practicality

Beard and eyebrow styling should preserve the characteristic Schnauzer expression while keeping the eyes visible
and the face manageable. Companion trims can retain breed character with less bulk and easier maintenance.
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CHAPTER 7 | CLIPPING AND PET GROOMING

Choosing a Method

Many companion Miniature Schnauzers are clipped for practical maintenance. Hand stripping may be preferred
when preserving a traditional harsh jacket is the priority. Choice depends on coat, skin, tolerance and owner
commitment.

Clipping the Jacket

Clipping shortens hair rather than removing mature shafts. Over time the appearance may become softer or lighter
depending on genetics and grooming history.

Pet Pattern

Keep a recognizable Miniature Schnauzer outline with a practical body length and manageable beard, eyebrows and
leg furnishings. Adapt the trim to lifestyle and home care.

Furnishings and Beard

Brush and comb regularly, especially armpits, inner legs and friction points. Clean and dry the beard as needed.
Severe matting may require shorter trimming rather than prolonged dematting.

Ears and Nails

Check ears for odor, redness, discharge or discomfort. Avoid routine ear-canal hair removal without a reason and
professional guidance. Maintain nails at a comfortable length.

General Maintenance

Brush furnishings several times a week or daily if needed; inspect ears and skin weekly; check nails every 1-2
weeks; and consider full pet grooming approximately every 4-8 weeks, adjusting to the individual dog.

Additional Practical Guidance

Choosing a Companion Trim
A shorter, practical trim may be the best choice for a dog whose family cannot maintain long furnishings or whose

age or health makes extended grooming difficult. There is no single correct companion trim for every household.

Explain the upkeep that each style requires before choosing it. A manageable beard and leg length are often kinder
than a long style that repeatedly mats.

Comfort-First Handling

Introduce brushing and grooming in calm, brief sessions. Check for tangles in high-friction areas, and avoid
prolonged pulling on painful mats. Severe matting may be more humanely addressed with a shorter trim by a
qualified groomer.
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Persistent ear odor, redness, discharge, skin pain, or other concerning signs deserve veterinary evaluation rather
than cosmetic treatment alone.
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A PERSONAL LESSON: LUCAS

Lucas was a beloved companion whose grooming needs changed throughout his life. He did not enjoy grooming, so
his family kept his coat short, leaving some beard and eyebrows. As he grew older, grooming became more tiring
and uncomfortable. Joel encouraged giving Lucas the comfort he deserved rather than insisting on a particular
appearance.

In his later years, Lucas sometimes wore a long, wonderfully shaggy coat that earned him the affectionate nickname
"mop." The memory is a reminder that a cherished companion is much more than a perfectly finished outline.

The Principle We Carry Forward

Grooming should adapt to the dog, not the dog to the grooming. Traditional grooming techniques and the breed
standard deserve respect, but a dog’s comfort, health, age, and individual tolerance always matter.

SELFRIDGE MINIATURE SCHNAUZERS | GROOMING EDUCATION

11



PRACTICAL CHECKLISTS

Before Every Grooming Session

0O Observe the dog’s comfort, energy, and willingness to participate.

0O Check skin for redness, tenderness, sores, and irritation.

0O Check for mats and areas of friction.

O Prepare a stable, non-slip surface and safe restraint.

0O Choose tools appropriate for the task and coat condition.

During Hand Stripping or Rolling

0O Work only with mature hairs that release readily.

0O Remove small amounts in the natural direction of growth.

0O Reassess skin and coat after each small section.

O Avoid overworking the same area or forcing resistant hairs.

O Stop if the dog becomes distressed or the skin is irritated.
Companion Coat Care

0O Brush and comb furnishings according to the individual coat.

0 Check beard cleanliness and dry it when needed.

O Inspect armpits, inner legs, and friction areas for mats.

O Monitor nails, ears, and skin regularly.

0 Adapt coat length to the dog’s age, comfort, and home-care routine.
Before a Show

0O Check jacket maturity and density without aggressive last-minute changes.
O Review transitions and natural outline from all sides.

0O Ensure beard, eyebrows, and furnishings are clean and manageable.
0O Check nail length, ears, and overall comfort.

O Prioritize calm handling and the dog’s well-being.
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GLOSSARY OF GROOMING TERMS

Jacket

The firmer outer coat over the main body.

Undercoat

The softer layer beneath the outer jacket.

Guard hair

An individual hair forming part of the outer coat.

Hand stripping

Removing mature outer hairs by hand or with suitable gripping tools.

Rolling the coat

Maintaining multiple lengths or generations of outer coat through selective ongoing removal.

Stage stripping

Removing planned coat areas in stages over time.

Furnishings

Longer hair on areas such as the legs, beard, and eyebrows.

Transitions

Areas where coat lengths or regions blend together.

Topline

The natural upper outline of the dog when standing.

Conformation

The dog’s physical structure and proportions.
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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

This manual includes the complete seven-chapter text from the original Selfridge Miniature Schnauzers Grooming
Education PDF supplied by the owner. The additional practical guidance, Lucas reflection, checklists, and glossary
were developed for this expanded edition and are identified as supplementary material.

This educational guide is intended as an introduction to Miniature Schnauzer grooming techniques. Coat condition,
grooming requirements, and individual tolerance vary. Techniques should be adapted to each dog, and hands-on
guidance from experienced grooming professionals is recommended when learning specialized methods.

No diagrams or dog photographs have been included in this edition. Future illustrated editions should use accurate,
owner-approved visuals.

Selfridge Miniature Schnauzers | www.selfridgeschnauzers.com
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